GABRIELA FRIDRIKSDOTTIR




GABRIELA FRIDRIKSDOTTIR

o PORTFOLIO
GALLERI
[

AR ATTUNNAR / YEAR OF EIGHT

9. MARS - 13. APRIL






Odd numbers have always moved me more than
even ones. They are skewed, sharp and spiky,
while the evens are straight, dull and pointless
— above all: even. The number four is an excep-
tion. A string quartet has four members — but so
does a four-man rock band.

| ran into Gabriela by chance downtown. We
got to talking and we spoke of numbers. She
talked of the “figure of eight” and it took me a
moment to figure out that she meant this year.
The big even number: 2 + 0 + 2 + 4 = 8. An
obsessively even year; a year of dull, pointless
obsession. Thisis even more obviousin Icelandic:
Ar (year) and atta (eight) makes &ratta. Just to
be sure, | looked it up in the dictionary when |
came home:

Aratta is "obsession, a pathological need to
repeat actions”.

Perhaps every year should really be considered
a year of obsession. One need only mention
recent years and the one now passing, most
certainly a year characterised by pathological
repetition, especially in areas where change is
most needed.

| know that | have now gone overboard on
words and word play. Word play is fine, but
you tire of it — to reach equilibrium it is prob-
ably best to use no words. Wordless word play.
Images that can engender the most interesting
words and ideas, while they, the images, use no
words. Only play.

There is nothing even or straight about
Gabriela’s art. Even the texture can cut you.
Gabriela is an odd number, in constant contra-
diction to all that is dull and pointless.

Text by Bragi Olafsson
translated by Jén Proppe

Gabriela Fridriksdéttir (1971) works in many
media, creating installations where unfamiliar
materials are combined with drawings, paintings,
sculpture, and animated videos. Her works
typically explore surreal and sometimes
microscopic worlds where nature and dream-like
fantasy mix with symbols and her own personal
pantheon of gods.

Gabriela has held numerous exhibitions, in
Iceland and abroad, including in the Migros
Museum in Zirich 2006, Prospectif cinéma
at the Pompidou Centre in Paris 2007, the
Museum of Contemporary Art in Tokyo 2010,
Schirn  Kunst-halle in  Frankfurt 2011 and
the Lyon Biennale 2013. She represented
Iceland at theVenice Biennale in 2005 with an
exhibition titled Versations Tetralogy.

Gabriela graduated from the sculpture depart-
ment of the Icelandic College of Art and Crafts
in 1997 and studied at the AVU Academy in
Prague in 1998. She has been the recipient of
various grants and awards, including a study
grant from the Czech government, a grant from
the Gudmunda S. Kristinsdéttir Fund in 2001, an
honorary grant from Myndstef in Iceland, and a
nomination to Ars Fennica, the Finnish art award,
in 2013. Gabriela received the Icelandic govern-
ment’s artists stipend in 2000, 2002, 2004, 2015
and, 2022. She lives and works in Reykjavik.

Oddatélur hafa alltaf hreyft meira vid mér en
sléttar. baer eru skakkar, beittar og med (br)
odd, & medan per sléttu eru beinar, daufar
og egglausar, en umfram allt: sléttar. Talan
fjérir er undantekning; pad eru fjérir medlimir
i strengjakvartett — og lika i fjdgurra manna rokk-
hljémsveit.
EghittiGabrieluaftilviljunimidbaenum.Vid tékum
tal saman, og téludum um télur. Han taladi um
Lattuna”, og pad ték mig svolitla stund ad atta
migdaadhunattivid arid iar. Hina stéru sléttu télu:
2+ 0+ 2+ 4 =8. Eftir ad vid kvoddumst gerdi
ég mér grein fyrir ad i ordalaginu ,ari attunnar”
felast skilabod: 2024 er ar arattunnar. Og pegar
ég kom heim ur beaenum fletti ég upp i orda-
békinni, bara til ad vera viss:

Aratta er ,sleem, sjukleg tilhneiging til endur-
tekinna athafna”.

Pad getur verid ad &ll ar séu pvi marki brennd
ad vera ar arattunnar. bPad nezegir ad nefna
sidustu ar, og pad sem nuna lidur, en einmitt pad
ar einkennist af sleemri og sjukri endurtekningu,
sérstaklega & peim svidum par sem mest porf er
fyrir breytingar.

Eg veit ad ég er kominn langt fram ar sjalfum
mér i ordum og ordaleikjum. Ordaleikir eru
finir, en geta ordid preytandi - og til pess
ad nda jafnveegi i notkun beirra er liklega
best ad peir séu &n orda. Ordlausir orda-
leikir. Myndir sem geta af sér skemmtilegustu
ordin og hugmyndirnar, an pess ad par, mynd-
irnar, notist vid ord. Bara leik.

Pad er ekkert slétt eda fellt vid verk Gabrielu.
Jafnvel &ferdin stingur. Enda er Gabriela oddatala
- an odd number - i @pandi moétségn vid hid
daufa og bitlausa.

Bragi Olafsson

Gabriela Fridriksdéttir (1971) vinnur gjar-
nan pvert & listform inn i innsetningar, par sem
6hefdbundinn efnividur sameinast listmidlum
eins og teikningum, malverki, skdlptdr og hreyfi-
myndum. | verkunum birtast jafnan surrealiskir
smaheimar i einstdku myndmali & morkum
nattdru og draumkenndrar fantasiu i st6dugum
umskiptum, med visanir i tdknfreedi og andleg
kerfi sem framsett eru i hennar eigin godafraedi.
Gabriela hefur haldid fjélda einkasyninga og
verid valin & samsyningar badi hér & landi og
erlendis. Syningar hennar hafa medal annars
verid i Migros Museum i Zirich 2006, Pro-
spectif cinéma i Pompidou-midstédinni i Paris
2007, Museum of Contemporary Art i Tokyd
2010, Schirn Kunsthalle i Frankfurt 2011 og Lyon
tvieeringnum 2013. Gabriela var fulltrii [slands
& Feneyjartvieeringnum arid 2005 med verkid
.Versations Tetralégia”. Verk eftir hana eru i
eigu einkasafna og safneigna vida um heim.
Gabriela utskrifadist af skilptirdeild Myndlista-
og handidaskéla slands vorid 1997 og stundadi
nadm vio AVU akademiuna i Prag veturinn 1998.
A myndlistarferli sinum hefur hin fengid ymsa
styrki og vidurkenningar; namstyrkur fra Tékk-
neska rikinu 1998, styrkur ar Listasjéoi Gud-
mundu S. Kristinsdéttur 2001, Heidursverdlaun
Myndstefs 2005 og tilnefning til Ars Fennica,
finnsku myndlistarverdlaunanna 2013. Gabriela
hlaut starfslaun Gr Launasjédi myndlistarmanna
2000, 2002, 2004, 2015 og 2022. Hun byr og
starfar i Reykjavik.
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Akrylmal
Acrylic pain
80 cm x 60 c

Vaxandi,Verdandi,Hverfandi



Raekt/Cultivation
Oliulakk og akrylmélnaing & MDF
Oil enamel and acrylic paint on MDF
122 cm x 100 cm
2024




Niu Nyjar tegundir/Nine New species
Oliulakk & MDF
Oil enamel on MDF
122 cm x 84 cm
2024




Njésnatungl/Spy Balloon

Oliulakk og blek & MDF
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Lifid heldur afram/Life goes on
Oliulakk og akrylmalning & MDF
Oil enamel and acrylic paint on MDF
122 cm x 43 cm
2024




Frials/Free
Oliulakk og blek & MDF
Oil enamel and ink on MDF
80 cm x 60 cm
2024




Kyrralif med blémum/Still Life of flowers
Oliulakk & MDF
Oil enamel on MDF
80 cm x 60 cm
2024




Ar 4ttunnar/Year of eight
Oliulakk og blek & MDF
Oil enamel and ink on MDF
122 cm x 100 cm
2024




Stiklad yfir Myrkéa/Stepping stones on Myrka
Oliulakk & MDF
Oil enamel on MDF
122 cm x 100 cm
2024




Méanakottur og fylgitungl hans/Mooncat and his orbital moons
Akrylmalning og blek & MDF
Acrylic paint and ink on MDF
160 cm x 122 cm
2024




Morgungydjan/Morning goddess
Oliulakk & MDF
Oil enamel on MDF
122 cm x 43 cm
2024




VERDSKRA

1 VAXANDIVERDANDI,HVERFANDI/GROWING, EMERGING, GONE 440.000.-
2 RAKT/CULTIVATION 800.000.-
3 NiU NYJAR TEGUNDIR/NINE NEW SPECIES 710.000.-

4 NJOSNATUNGL/SPY BALLOON 440.000.-
5 LIFID HELDUR AFRAM/LIFE GOES ON 440.000.-
6 FRJALS/FREE 440.000.-
7 KYRRALIF MED BLOMUM/STILL LIFE OF FLOWERS 440.000.-
8 AR ATTUNNAR/YEAR OF EIGT 800.000.-
9 STIKLAD YFIR MYRKA/STEPPING STONES IN MYRKA 800.000.-

10 MANAKOTTUR OG FYLGITUNGL HANS/MOONCAT AND HIS ORBITAL MOONS  1.700.000.-
11 MORGUNGYDJAN/MORNING GODDESS 440.000.-
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